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Century-long average time intervals between earthquake ruptures of the San Andreas fault in the Carrizo
Plain, California

In a new Geology paper first authored by Sinan Akciz of UC Irvine, but also with Lisa Grant-Ludwig, Ramon Arrowsmith, and Olaf Zielke, we present the results from paleoseismic
investigations along the south-central San Andreas Fault. The new results show that earthquakes along the southern San Andreas Fault were more frequent than previously thought
(closer to a century or less as opposed to 140 years or longer). What we cannot say definitively is how big they were except they were between M6.5 (surface rupture threshold)
and a great event (M7.9)

Here are some pictures from balloons at the site:

http://arrowsmith.blog.asu.edu/2010/02/12/balloon-aerial-photography-update/

You can freely download the paper here:

http://geology.geoscienceworld.org/cgi/content/full/38/9/787?ijkey=l.v/ED2rYsRcw&keytype=ref&siteid=gsgeology

They key figure is this one:

Here is a related older post about a recent publication:



http://www.opentopography.org/index.php/news/detail/opentopography_enables_detailed_analysis_of_san_andreas_fault_new_results
thanks to the US National Science Foundation, the US Geological Survey, and the Southern California Earthquake Center for support, and the B4 project and the National Center
for Airborne Laser Mapping for high resolution topography.
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