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In addition to thinking about the following questions you should come prepared with a couple of your own questions to pose to the group. Additionally, we can discuss to try and clear up anything that seemed confusing while reading the papers. 
We will start the class by breaking into groups by which paper you read. Your group will come up with a summary of your paper and present it to the rest of the group. Then we will come back together as a class to discuss as a whole group. 
Editorial: The Interdisciplinary Generalist

Key vocabulary and concepts

Disciplines


Ontology 

Question: Do you agree that interdisciplinary teams should be conducted by an interdisciplinary generalist? Why is that and how does that fit with what you have read or your own life experience? 
Miller et al., 2008: Epistemological Pluralism: Reorganizing Interdisciplinary Research. 
Key vocabulary and concepts 


*Epistemic pluralism


*Complex Adaptive Cycle and resilience theory (phases of the continuum) 


*Interdisciplinary, Multidisciplinary, Transdisciplinary 


*Metaphors of Knowledge: Mechanistic, contingent, and narrative. 
Miller - Question 1: Think of an example of a real world complex problem. How would you go about solving this problem, what approaches would you take and how would you categorize them using the vocabulary of your reading? What are the advantages or disadvantages of using epistemic pluralism to approach this problem?

Miller - Question 2: In your experience are education programs and research at Universities (ASU being your example) entrenched in the conservative phase of the adaptive cycle? I will ask you to provide examples of things you have witnessed/observed to support your answer. Do you think that disciplinarily is to blame?
Lattuca, 2003: Creating Interdisciplinarity: Grounded Definitions from Faculty

Key vocabulary and concepts 


*Epistemologies


*Informed disciplinary, Synthetic Interdisciplinary, Transdisciplinary, and 
Conceptual Interdisciplinary… 


*Positivistic/post-positivistic, or regulative

*Postmodern, poststructural, or constitutive
Lattuca - Question 1: Does Interdisciplinarity require multiple investigators? Why? What does it require in your definition?
Lattuca - Question 2: What types of courses have you had at ASU classifying them by these typologies? Give some examples and thing through why they fit in what classes? Have you had any Transdisciplinary courses?

